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dismemberment of experience we have a correspond-
ing multiplication of "personality." Sometimes a
narrowing and concentration of perception make us
unconscious of our full normal experience; some-
times an intensification and diffusion of our vision
make us see further than usual. In each case the
narrower self is unaware of the broader; though the
broader remembers the narrower. At other times
neither is inclusive of the other; as when the selves
are produced by two wholly different narrowings of
the field of consciousness. Yet these may both be
included and united in some moment of diffusion
and comprehension. Which self is the true self?
we ask. Each is true in its time and measure ; each
totality of experience has a relative personality and
distinctness; some more than others. What is
abnormal within the limits of a normally coherent
organism may be perhaps quite normal among the
whole collection of separate organisms, between which
experience is necessarily split up, and, together with
experience, this relative personality or subjectivity.
We can imagine that in an " arboreal " animal, like
the polype, which propagates by gemmation and
without breach of physical continuity, there would
be no such splitting up of experience or subjectivity
within the family represented by a single " tree" ;
and that the same might have held of the whole
animal kingdom, had not propagation by fission
become a necessity of higher developments. We may
try to imagine the "fission" as in some sense a
contingency rather than a necessity; and so con-
sider the splitting up of human and other experience
between an infinite multitude of successive organisms